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The purpose of marriage is and

. The Bible is clear that our journey towards
greater cannot be achieved alone. It's achieved
through Christian relationships... the most effective and significant
of which is the deepest and most intimate

discovered in our relationship.

Friendship

Genesis 218

"The Lord God said, "It is not good for the man to be alone. | will make
a helper suitable for him."”"

Levels of friendship:

1st| Natural

2nd | Supernatural

3rd | Natural & Supernatural

4t | Natural, Supernatural & Intimate
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Holiness

Fohesians 5:26-28

'Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave
himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with
water through the word, and to present her to himself as a radiant
church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and
blameless.”

Holiness is the for all Christians. Much
of the bible affirms that the journey to that horizon cannot be
accomplished alone. That's why God puts us into communities

where serve that purpose.

Proverbs 2/:17
"As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another.”

What we draw from Ephesians 5, is that the most significant player

to that end, is your who is your
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How does it work?

Marriage our flaws.

"l would never have seen the depths of my sin if  wasn't married. |
would never have been in a positionto see it” - Tim Keller

Our marriage partner is the used by God to
fashion us into His likeness.

"Romance, sex, laughter, and plain fun are the by-products of this
process of sanctification and refinement. Those things are important,
but they can't keep a marriage going through years and years of
ordinary life. What keeps the marriage going is your commitment to
your spouse's holiness. You're committed to his or her beauty. You're
committed to his or her greatness and perfection. You're committed to
his or her honesty and passion for the things of God. That's your job as
a spouse. Any lesser goal than that, any smaller purpose, and you're
just playing at being married”

- Tim Keller

This journey is an incredible that carries
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Questions for reflection:

Which of these two sentences would most accurately describe you?
* My relationship with God is what serves my marriage.

* My marriage is what serves my relationship with God.

Does your spouse make you feel like you are their best friend?

If not, what needs to happen to make that more of a reality?

What flaws have you seen in yourself, since being married, that you
long for God to help you through?

In what way has your spouse partnered with God to make you more
like Jesus? How have you done the same?

Does the purpose (or mission) of our marriage serve the mission of
Jesus? Do we need to make any adjustments?



