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SCRIPTURES
Jonah 1:1-17; 2:1-2, 9-10; 3:1-2, 4-6, 10 NIV

The word of the Lord came to Jonah son of Amittai: “Go to the great city of Nineveh and preach
against it, because its wickedness has come up before me.”
But Jonah ran away from the Lord and headed for Tarshish. He went down to Joppa, where he
found a ship bound for that port. After paying the fare, he went aboard and sailed for Tarshish to
flee from the Lord.

Then the Lord sent a great wind on the sea, and such a violent storm arose that the ship threatened
to break up. All the sailors were afraid and each cried out to his own god. And they threw the cargo
into the sea to lighten the ship. But Jonah had gone below deck, where he lay down and fell into a
deep sleep. The captain went to him and said, “How can you sleep? Get up and call on your god!
Maybe he will take notice of us so that we will not perish.” Then the sailors said to each other,
“Come, let us cast lots to find out who is responsible for this calamity.” They cast lots and the lot fell
on Jonah. So they asked him, “Tell us, who is responsible for making all this trouble for us? What
kind of work do you do? Where do you come from? What is your country? From what people are
you?” He answered, “I am a Hebrew and I worship the Lord, the God of heaven, who made the sea
and the dry land.” This terrified them and they asked, “What have you done?” (They knew he was
running away from the Lord, because he had already told them so.) The sea was getting rougher
and rougher. So they asked him, “What should we do to you to make the sea calm down for us?”
“Pick me up and throw me into the sea,” he replied, “and it will become calm. I know that it is my
fault that this great storm has come upon you.”
Instead, the men did their best to row back to land. But they could not, for the sea grew even wilder
than before. Then they cried out to the Lord, “Please, Lord, do not let us die for taking this man’s life.
Do not hold us accountable for killing an innocent man, for you, Lord, have done as you pleased.”

Then they took Jonah and threw him overboard, and the raging sea grew calm. At this the men greatly
feared the Lord, and they offered a sacrifice to the Lord and made vows to him.
Now the Lord provided a huge fish to swallow Jonah, and Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days
and three nights.
From inside the fish Jonah prayed to the Lord his God. He said: “In my distress I called to the Lord,
and he answered me. From deep in the realm of the dead I called for help, and you listened to my cry.
But I, with shouts of grateful praise, will sacrifice to you. What I have vowed I will make good.
I will say, ‘Salvation comes from the Lord.’” And the Lord commanded the fish, and it vomited Jonah
onto dry land.
Then the word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time: “Go to the great city of Nineveh and proclaim
to it the message I give you.” Jonah began by going a day’s journey into the city, proclaiming, “Forty
more days and Nineveh will be overthrown.” The Ninevites believed God. A fast was proclaimed, and
all of them, from the greatest to the least, put on sackcloth. When Jonah’s warning reached the king of
Nineveh, he rose from his throne, took off his royal robes, covered himself with sackcloth and sat down
in the dust. When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil ways, he relented and
did not bring on them the destruction he had threatened

MEMORY VERSE
“Nothing in all creation will ever be able to
separate us from the love of God that is revealed
in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
Romans 8:39

Today we are learning that God’s love is patient. It’s
always the same. God doesn’t give up on us and stop
loving us when we behave badly or don’t listen to
him… God’s love is always patient! He waits to show
us kindness!
The Bible even reminds us that God’s love is so
amazing that nothing could ever separate us from it!
If ever you need to feel loved, you can run straight to
God.
He loved you so much that he didn’t even spare
his own son! Nothing in the whole world could ever
change God’s love for us!

STORY RE-CAP
The book of Jonah reminds us of what a patient and loving God we serve. It gives us so much hope!
God was patient with the sailors on the boat - even when they prayed to other gods. God was patient
with Jonah even though he disobeyed again and again and even though he had a really terrible
attitude! God was patient with the people of Nineveh even though they were violent and evil!
None of these people deserved God’s love and forgiveness, but God loved and forgave them anyway!
We haven’t done anything to deserve God’s love either, but he gives it to us without reserve and
without terms and conditions!
Have you ever wondered why God doesn’t just destroy all of the wicked people in the world right now
and take us straight to heaven? The Bible tells us in 1 Peter chapter 3 that God is not being slow to
punish sin… He is being patient!
“He does not want anyone to be lost, but he wants all people to change their hearts and lives.”
- 1 Peter 3:9
We serve a great God!

HOW THIS APPLIES
God’s love is always patient! Don’t ever think that God gives up on you or
decides to use someone else just because you’re too slow or not good enough!
Even if we tried really, really hard, we’d never be good enough for God on our
own! We need Jesus!
So next time you mess up, don’t try to fix it on your own! Run straight to Jesus
– he’s the only one who can save you from the punishment and the power of
sin in your life. Know that God will always be patient with you – not because
of anything that you do, but because of who he is!

When I think about how
patient God has been
with me and how much
love he has given to me,
it makes me want to live
differently so that my
life overflows with love
and patience too!

MAIN POINTS

1.
God’s love is
always patient!
He waits to
show
us kindness!

2.
God never gives
up on us and he
never stops
loving us. He is
full of new
chances for us
every time that
we turn to him!!

3.
God’s love
does not depend
on how you
behave.
God loves you
because of who
he is!

CRAFT
Today we have spoken about God’s
patient love.
Make this craft to remind you
that God is always Patient and ready to
show you kindness.
He will never give up on you!

God 's PATIENT LOVE CRAFT:
1. Print the next page or draw your own
version
2. Colour-In
3. Stick it on your fridge to remind you of
God's patient love!

THE END

